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Luke 6:46-49

“Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what
I say? Everyone who comes to Me and hears My words
and acts on them, I will show you whom he is like: he
is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid
a foundation on the rock; and when a flood occurred,
the torrent burst against that house and could not
shake it, because it had been well built. But the one
who has heard and has not acted accordingly, is like a
man who built a house on the ground without any foundation; and the torrent burst against it and immediately
it collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great.”

The words of our Lord in His Sermon on the Mount are indeed difficult and perplexing, but their
essence is clear. We are to do what no one else will do -l ove our enemy. We are to do so because God
has loved us while we were His enemies. We are to do so because God is the One who will bless us for
obeying His commands. As Jesus comes to the end of this sermon, He asks pointedly, “Why do you call
Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?”

Obedience to the “tough” commands of our Lord proves a person to be a true follower of Christ, and
handling the tough tasks now assures us of enduring tough times ahead. Jesus taught that it is not only to
call Jesus Lord, they must prove He is Lord by obeying His commands (v. 46). It is in doing the tough
things that shows our discipleship. It is not a test of a child’s obedience to hand him money and instruct
him to go and buy candy. It is a test of obedience to have the child submit to an inoculation at the doctor’s
office.

In the parable of the two builders, Jesus sought to illustrate the fact that doing the hard thing now
gives confidence in the hard times ahead. When building a house, the wise man “goes the extra mile” of
laying a strong foundation. Digging deep to establish a solid foundation is not the easy way, but when the
storms come, the building will stand. Obedience to our Lord’s commands regarding the loving of our
enemies is not easy, but it does give us confidence that in the future we will have been well founded, well
established in our faith and obedience, and able, by His grace, to withstand any coming storms.

In each and every one of these illustrations in the Sermon on the Mount (Luke 6:20-49), the need for
“betterness” has been established, even though the cost is high to live according to Christ’s higher stan-
dard. The commands of Christ regarding loving our enemies is a very high standard, higher than that
which others hold or practice, but this only shows that with God all things are possible for those who trust
in Him, who obey His commands, and who are sustained by His power and grace.


