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Deuteronomy 6:1-2

“These are the commands, decrees and laws the Lord
your God directed me to teach you to observe in the
land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, so that
you, your children and their children after them may
fear the Lord your God as long as you live by keeping
all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so
that you may enjoy long life.”

Deuteronomy 6 has been called the Magna Carta of the home, a constitution which would guaran-
tee the happiness and well-being of the family in the purpose of God. But while it is an important passage
for the home, this passage must not be used outside of its overall context and purpose or it loses its real
impact for the home. One of the chief purposes of this section of Scripture is a call to ministry and
testimony as the people of God through obedience to God.

This is not simply a call to obedience for the sake of obedience or happiness, nor is it just a passage
with mere principles for the home. It is a call to obedience for God’s glory, as an evidence of love for God
and for a ministry to the world through the perpetuation of faith in the Lord from generation to generation
to generation. Personal blessing is promised to those who respond to the challenge of God, but primarily
as a by-product of relationship with the Lord, not as an end in itself.

As soon as you mention obedience, many Christians think “legalism.” Obedience can become le-
galistic when people do it outwardly to look good before others. But their hearts are far from devotion to
God. Some Jews, for example, obeyed Verses 8 and 9 quite literally. They wore these verses in little boxes
strapped to their hands and foreheads, and they put them in a little box by their doors and on their
gateposts. But they missed the sense of the passage, which is that the Word of God is to permeate every
area of life. Not just the outward behavior, but the sacred space within.

There are Pharisees in the church today, who lay down rules that are not in the Bible in an attempt to
get their kids to look like good Christians to the rest of the church. But they themselves are judgmental of
those who don’t meet their manmade standards; they gossip and they’re proud. That’s not biblical obedi-
ence. Biblical obedience goes down to the heart level, where God’s Word judges our sinful thoughts,
motives, and attitudes. The obedience of faith means that out of love for the God who showed me mercy
at the cross, I seek to be conformed to Christ in the inner man. As God’s people today, this is our call and
responsibility. Remember, these Old Testament principles, warnings, and exhortations are given for us
today as examples to us and for our instruction and “that through perseverance and the encouragement
of the Scriptures, we might have hope” (Romans 15:4)


