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Luke 4:38-39

“Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of
Simon. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering
from a high fever, and they asked Jesus to help her.
So He bent over her and rebuked the fever, and it left
her. She got up at once and began to wait on them.”

There is much confusion today because some
teach that the promise by Jesus to the disciples, that
they would do greater works than He did (John
14:12), means that we should routinely be seeing
miracles of healing and even resurrections from the
dead. If that’s what Jesus meant, then Paul was in sin when he told Timothy to drink a little wine for his stomach
ailments (1 Tim. 5:23). He should have told him to claim his healing by faith. Paul must have lacked faith when he
told Timothy that he left Trophimus sick at Miletus (2 Tim. 4:20). Why didn’t he heal him? Yes, miracles still happen
today. But to claim that we should be experiencing the same frequency of miracles that Jesus did is to misunder-
stand the purpose of miracles in the Bible.

There were several reasons for the miracles of Jesus. First, they authenticate His person and teaching, proving
Him to be the Messiah sent by the Father. Second, the miracles show us who Jesus is. He feeds the 5,000 and
claims to be the bread of life. He claims to be the light of the world and opens the eyes of a man born blind.
Finally, the miracles show us how we should respond to Jesus Christ. We must come to Him in our utter helpless-
ness and cast ourselves totally on His mercy and power. The miracles also warn us how not to come to Jesus, since
many sought after Him not so that they could follow Him as Lord, but just to use Him for their own selfish
purposes. An evil and adulterous generation seeks after miracles.

Let me give some brief guidelines about seeking God'’s miraculous healing today. First, check your motive.
God's glory, not your comfort, should be foremost (Phil. 1:20). Second, submit to the Lord, who knows better than
you do what is best in any situation. Paul thought it would be best to get rid of the thorn in his flesh. God knew
otherwise (2 Cor. 12:7-10). Third, don’t limit God by unbelief (Mark 6:5, 6). God is able to do the impossible - if
it’s His will. So, pray for miraculous healing, believing that God is able, but recognize that it may not be His will.
Fourth, look for the spiritual lessons God is trying to teach you in the trial. There may be a sin you need to confess
or you need to learn to trust God in a greater way (2 Cor. 1:8, 9). You may need to rearrange your priorities (Matt.
6:33). God uses affliction to conform us to the image of His Son, and so instant, miraculous healing is often not
His will.

If we see our true condition before God, we're all like those people in Capernaum - wounded, sick, and
needy. We need to do as they did and come to Jesus. When you do that, He deals with you personally, touching
your ugly sores and imparting His cleansing and healing to your soul. Then you have a choice: Like the people of
Capernaum, you can walk away and never truly believe in and follow the Lord Jesus. Or, like Peter’'s mother-in-
law, you can rise up and immediately begin serving Him out of gratitude. That is the only reasonable and proper
response if you've felt the Sovereign Lord’s healing touch in your heart.
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