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Luke 4:13

“When the devil had finished all this tempting, he
left him until an opportune time.”

You and I will undoubtedly never be tempted
by Satan as our Lord was. We will probably never
rate a personal appearance of Satan or his per-
sonal attention to us. Rarely does temptation come
our way that is as apparent as a solicitation to do
evil. Rather, temptation comes to us as a “golden
opportunity,” or the “chance of a lifetime.” Temptation comes in many forms, some even appear religious. In
order to know how to deal with temptation, we must be very careful to define it in order to be able to identify
temptation.

Not knowing what you are looking for is dangerous when it comes to temptation. My first thought was
to view temptation as a solicitation to do what we know to be evil. Adam and Eve were tempted to do
something which God had clearly indicated was evil. The foolish young man in Proverbs (Chapter 7), who
was seduced by “madam folly” was also enticed to do evil. But when you stop to think about it, Satan hardly
needs to work at this kind of temptation because man is in rebellion against God through the lusts of the flesh
and the fear of death. In Chapter 7 of Romans Paul tells us that when the law prohibits sin, our rebellious
nature wants to do exactly what the law has forbidden. When the law commands certain things to be done,
our flesh naturally desires to disobey.

That is why the most dangerous form of temptation is to entice us to do what is ultimately devastating
and destructive, under the disguise of doing of what appears to be right. Satan sought to tempt our Lord to do
what was represented as good - satisfy His physical need of food, fulfill His need for security and control, and
to test God to prove His goodness towards Jesus. Satan’s messengers not only appear as the wretched instru-
ments of evil that they are, but also as “angels of light” (2 Cor. 11:14-15), promoting evil in the name of good.

Hundreds of times a day we are bombarded with solicitations to buy something. The methods used are
almost identical with Satan’s techniques of temptation. We have become numb to the existence of “tempting”
mechanisms and approaches. In fact, we have become conditioned to expect to be tempted and sometimes
feel let down if the temptation is not great enough. We are groomed to purchase the product whose manufac-
turers do the best job of tempting us to buy it. Just like the rat in the maze, we have been so anaesthetized to
temptation we do not even recognize it for what it is. We must always view the “offer” in terms of the offerer.
Only good and perfect things come from God, the “Father of lights” (James 1:17). Only evil things come from
Satan, the prince of darkness (Eph. 6:12; Col. 1:13).


