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Luke 4:9-12

“The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand
on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the
Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from
here.  For it is written: “‘He will command his an-
gels concerning you to guard you carefully; they will
lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike
your foot against a stone.’”

Jesus answered, “It says: ‘Do not put the Lord your
God to the test.’”

Have you ever watched a small child learn to trust its father? When Gwen was younger we would
sometimes visit a swimming pool. With a little persuasion, I would entice her to jump into my arms in the
pool. After a few experiences, no coaxing was needed. In fact, sometimes she would leap when I was not
looking, bobbing to the surface with the greatest of delight. It is not difficult to imagine that the Son of God
could have felt the same way about jumping from the pinnacle of the temple.

Sonship really was the issue of the third temptation. Israel had failed to grasp what sonship entailed, and
rebelled when they became aware of its price. Our Lord understood fully what sonship was all about, and
thus each of His responses to Satan came from the one place in the Old Testament which most emphatically
taught the meaning and implications of sonship.

We must remember that as Christians we are also “sons of God,” who are to reign with Christ. And as
“sons of God,” we are subject to testing and discipline (Heb. 12), although maybe not in the exact ways as our
Lord. We are also susceptible to the same temptations to which Adam and Eve and Israel (and all mankind)
have failed. Thus, the test of our Lord’s sonship is very relevant to “sons of God.” The father-son relationship
is one with a clearly defined chain of command. The father is in authority over the son. The child is to trust
and obey the father.

For a “son of God” to put God the Father to the test is to reverse the authority structure which God has
established. It is to forget that it God tests us; we are not here to test God. We need proving, not God. We are
here to serve God; God is not our servant, standing by ever ready to do our bidding. Was this not the essence
of God’s rebuke of Job? All too often, Christians are representing God as the servant of man, who is so eager
to have followers that He is ready to do our bidding. Wrong! Sonship means that we are the ones to obey, to
serve, and, if it pleases the Father, to suffer according the example of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is God who tests
us; we do not test Him.


