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Romans 15:5-6

“May the God who gives endurance and encourage-
ment give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as
you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and
mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.”

If you’ve been in the church for any length
of time, you’ve no doubt been around someone
whose personality grated on yours. Even though you’re supposed to love them, if you were honest, you’d
admit that you don’t like them. Or, if you’ve served the Lord in some ministry, you’ve probably tried to
work with someone who wanted to do things in a way that seemed wrong to you. You could see that his
way wouldn’t work and you knew that your way was the right way. I wish that I were only describing
hypothetical situations, but from my many years of pastoral experience, I know that I’m describing reality.
I hope I’m not describing anyone’s marriage, but I probably am.

While unity is extremely important, it cannot trump the truth of the gospel, because if the gospel is
compromised, the resulting “unity” is not the unity of the Spirit. It would be a superficial “unity” of some
who believe in Jesus and some who did not. Jesus prayed for the love and unity of His disciples, but it was
love and unity based on the truth (John 17:17). Jesus claimed to speak the truth (John 8:45) and to be the
truth (John 14:6). He told Pilate (John 18:37), “For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” He promised that He would
send to His disciples “the Spirit of truth” (John 14:17). So to argue that Jesus set love above truth is false.
He knew that tolerating a false gospel is not love, because it would lead the person believing it to
damnation, not to eternal life.

Unity does not mean that we all must work closely with one another. While we need to try to work
through our differences, there are times when two workers need to recognize that God is calling them to
serve the Lord in different spheres. Any parting of ways should be done with mutual respect and without
bitterness or acrimony. Nor does unity mean that we all have to agree on every secondary doctrinal or
practical matter. There are many issues where godly Christians, committed to the Scriptures, disagree. We
must be charitable toward one another on these matters.

And, there are many differences over the methods we use to do the Lord’s work. We should seek to
follow biblical methods, not worldly methods. Some methods are so unbiblical that they deserve criti-
cism. But as with doctrine, godly men disagree over some methods. We must be charitable toward those
whose methods we don’t agree with, even though we can’t work closely with them.


