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Genesis 42:21-22

Then they said to one another, “Truly we are guilty
concerning our brother, because we saw the distress
of his soul when he pleaded with us, yet we would
not listen; therefore this distress has come upon us.”

Have you ever heard of a berkutchi? A
berkutchi is an Asian man who trains eagles for
hunting. The capture, taming, training, and keep-
ing of eagles is highly ritualized. Once captured,
the eagle is hooded and placed in a cage with a
perch that sways constantly so it cannot rest or sleep. For two or three days it is also deprived of food.
During this time the berkutchi talks, sings, and chants to the eagle for hours on end. Finally, he begins to
feed and stroke it. Slowly the weakened creature comes to rely on its master. When the berkutchi decides
that their relationship has become strong enough, the training begins. Not all eagles can be trained, but
those who take to life with a master display intense loyalty. While the training and breaking of the eagle
may seem harsh, it is a picture of how over time God breaks our independent spirit to draw us close to
Him.

It is important to see what God is doing. God uses broken things: broken soil to produce a crop,
broken clouds to give rain, broken grain to give bread, and broken bread to give strength. God is going to
break Joseph'’s brothers by awakening their sleeping consciences. For years, Jacob and the boys lived life
without having to think about God. Life went on as normal. They got up, did their work, came home, and
the next day started all over again. Their needs were met; life went on as it always had. But with this famine
God gets their attention. It is easy to avoid God when we feel self-sufficient. It is easy to feel that you have
no need of God’s touch when everything is running smoothly. These men were comfortable in their denial
and their deceptions. As long as the status quo remained they would never change. So God provokes a
crisis. This crisis would either harden them further or wake them up.

God could have simply washed His hands of these brothers. But that’s not what He did with the
Israelites and that’s not what He does with you and me. God loves us too much to let us go without a fight.
So, at times He exercises “tough love.” He brings a crisis into our life that forces us to address ultimate
issues. It may be an unexpected diagnosis, a financial emergency, an overwhelming situation, or a family
crisis. In these situations God is often seeking to awaken us out of our spiritual lethargy. God lovingly put
Jacob and his family in the midst of a famine in order to draw them to Him.

Are you going through a tough time? Is life a struggle right now? Could it be that God is trying to get
your attention? Could it be that He is trying to awaken you out of your spiritual slumber? Is it possible that
God loves you so much and that He wants you to be His with such intensity that He will stop at nothing to
turn your heart to Him?
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