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Genesis 42:1-3

“Now Jacob saw that there was grain in Egypt, and
Jacob said to his sons, “Why are you staring at one
another?” He said, “Behold, I have heard that there
is grain in Egypt; go down there and buy some for us
from that place, so that we may live and not die.”
Then ten brothers of Joseph went down to buy grain
from Egypt.”

In Genesis 42, God is awakening the sleep-
ing consciences of Joseph’s brothers. They were a hard bunch. Years before, under the leadership of Simeon
and Levi, they had deceived a village, slaughtered all the men and taken the women and children captive
in retaliation for one man’s violating their sister. Reuben, the oldest, had slept with his father’s concubine.
Judah had two sons so wicked that the Lord took their lives. All of the brothers, except Benjamin, had sold
Joseph into slavery and then crushed their father’s heart by deceiving him into thinking that his son was
dead.

The old advice, “Let your conscience be your guide” is only partly right. Certainly no one should
violate his conscience, although we all have done so. But living by your conscience is not enough. The
conscience must be shaped and nurtured by the Word of God, which reveals His holy standards of right
and wrong. If we disregard the conscience long enough, or if we don’t train it properly, it can be seared to
the point that we can commit atrocious crimes without a twinge. When we suppress our guilty con-
science, God has to awaken it to bring us to repentance so that we can share His holiness.

Now it’s 22 years later. They’ve papered over their guilty consciences. Joseph was out of sight, out of
mind. Life in Canaan was comfortable, although they were blending in with the paganism around them. To
awaken the consciences of a tough bunch like this, God has to use some rather severe measures. God
knows just how much each of us needs to be broken before Him, and He lovingly takes whatever means
are necessary to do it. Until we are broken, He seems very harsh. But if we only knew, like Joseph’s heart
toward his brothers, God’s heart toward us is always filled with compassion. He disciplines us as a loving
father disciplines his children, that we might share His holiness.

If God’s hand seems harsh and heavy against you right now, you need to know that His purpose is to
rescue you from sin and the character traits which ultimately would destroy you and damage many others.
When you yield to Him and draw near in repentance, you will discover His great compassion and grace.
Mark Twain’s character Huck Finn observed, “A man’s conscience takes up more room than all the rest of
his insides.” If your conscience feels like that - if it is saying, “Ow!” - don’t turn away from God in denial
of your sin. Turn to Him in genuine repentance and you will experience the sweet taste of His abundant
grace.


