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Zechariah 8:4-5

 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘Old men and old
women will again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each
man with his staff in his hand because of age. And
the streets of the city will be filled with boys and girls
playing in its streets.’”

If someone were to ask, “What does the
kingdom of God look like?” we might think of
heavenly choirs singing praises to the accompa-
niment of harps. There is no doubt that glorious
worship will be an important part of God’s kingdom. But I would guess that few, if any, of us would ever
think to describe His kingdom as our text does. This is not Zechariah’s personal idea of what the kingdom
of God will look like, but the direct word of the Lord of hosts.

When the Lord dwells in our midst, we will treat the elderly and children properly.  Sadly, those
words do not describe a large segment of American society.  According to Focus on the Family, child abuse
was the leading cause of death in children under the age of 15. Congressional studies have noted that
abuse of the elderly occurs with a frequency only slightly less than child abuse. Most such abuse occurs
within the confines of the home. Our streets, especially in large cities, are not safe, especially for women,
children, or the elderly. Yet we continually comment on how different it had been 25 years before, when
children used to play in their front yards, and no one ever gave a thought to any possibility of danger.

By way of contrast, the picture of our text is a city where the elderly are at rest and the children at play,
unafraid of attack or harm. Since these two groups represent the most vulnerable in any society, if they are
securely at rest, everyone else will also enjoy peace. How a society treats its elderly and its young children
may be a good measure of how close that society is to the Lord. When He dwells in our midst, He
describes the result as this scene of peaceful joy for the aged and the young. These verses imply that
relationships are one of God’s most precious blessings.

While Mother’s Day may not be in the Bible, God’s love for the barren is. Defending those who
cannot defend themselves is. Comforting the hurting is. Caring for orphans is. Loving one another is. I
think Mother’s Day is a great thing and I certainly don’t want to rid the church of it, but it’s not the only
ministry opportunity today. Churches can compete to be one more float in the happy mother’s day parade,
or they could be the ones seeing the trampled, and lifting them up. God gives us this simple snapshot of a
community where Jesus Christ dwells in their midst. The most vulnerable citizens, the elderly and the
children, are treated with protection and respect. If God took a snapshot of your family or our church this
past week, how would it compare?
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