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Genesis 37:2

“Joseph, when seventeen years of age, was pasturing
the flock with his brothers while he was still a youth,
along with the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah,
his father’s wives.”

It is impossible to live in this world and not
be hurt by someone else’s sin. When you have been
wounded by someone else’s sin, you’ve probably
wondered, “Where is God in all this? If God is all-
powerful and loving, why is He allowing this ter-
rible sin against me? If He is in control, why do
wicked men literally get away with murder? If God is sovereign, why am I in the pits?”

Joseph could have asked that question. Due to his brothers’ sin, he was literally in a pit. From there things
didn’t get better. His brothers didn’t kill him, as they originally planned, but they did sell their 17-year-old
brother into slavery in a foreign land. As that caravan made its way south toward Egypt, perhaps passing within
a few miles of Joseph’s home in Hebron, he must have been overwhelmed with grief and loneliness as he
wondered if he would ever see his father again. He must have wrestled with fear, anger, and feelings of
rejection as he thought about his brothers’ cruelty toward him. A skeptic might say, “See, God isn’t there when
you need Him. If He cared about you, He would stop sinful men from carrying out their terrible plans.” But
God’s sovereign providence runs like a strong river through this chapter, carrying even the sinful plans of man
downstream in His overall purpose.

Perhaps the most convincing evidence of God’s sovereign hand in these events is the remarkable parallel
between Joseph’s history and that of our Lord Jesus Christ. Just as Joseph was loved by his father and sent to
seek the welfare of his brethren, so Jesus was loved and sent by the Father. Just as Joseph’s brothers hated him
because he spoke the truth about their sin and he convicted them of sin by his righteous life, so with Jesus. Just
as Joseph’s brothers sold him for a few pieces of silver, so Jesus was betrayed for the same. Joseph’s brothers
sought to get rid of him so that he would not reign over them, but their action resulted in that becoming true.
Their rejection of him resulted in his later becoming their savior from the famine. Even so, the Jewish leaders
did not want Jesus to reign over them. But their killing Him resulted in His becoming the Savior of all men,
exalted in His resurrection as Lord of all at the right hand of the Father, just as Joseph was second under
Pharaoh.

In various situations, we may feel that we’re in over our head. A terrible tragedy hits us out of nowhere.
We lose our job, someone dies, someone wrongs us, and we feel as if we’re going to be swamped. But, the
truth is, we’ve always been held up by the grace and love of our Heavenly Father. If He let us go, we’d drown
even in the shallow end. If we’re in deeper waters, we’re still in His strong arms. God is never out of His depth,
and so we can trust Him even when the waters seem deeper than we’ve ever been before. If you’re in the pits,
remember, God is sovereign over all the details of your life. You can trust Him to work it all together for good!
If you’ve never trusted Him before, why not begin now?
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