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Genesis 36:31

“Now these are the kings who reigned in the land of
Edom before any king reigned over the sons of Is-
rael.”

While Esau was out conquering the land
of Edom, founding a nation, fathering kings,
and making a great worldly success of himself,
Jacob was quietly living in a land he didn’t even
own, the land where his fathers had sojourned.
While Esau’s descendants were mighty chief-
tains, famous in their day, Jacob’s descendants were down in Egypt, enslaved to Pharaoh. By Moses’
day (over 400 years later), Israel was a fledgling nation of slaves, recently escaped from Egypt, owning
no land of their own. Edom was an established kingdom that had the power to refuse Israel passage
over their land. But this tour through Genesis 36 shows us that God, not man, writes the final chapter
of history. These men, successful by the world’s measure, passed off the scene and were soon forgotten
as others clamored to take their place. Fame is a fleeting thing.

What really matters is recognition by God, not by this world. We live in a culture that worships
fame. If an athlete, a musician, or an actor or actress becomes a Christian, we rush his life story into
print and hustle him onto the TV talk shows. The guy may be a babe in Christ, who doesn’t know
anything about the Bible, but we listen to his every word as if he’s a spiritual authority. But the recog-
nition that counts will come soon, when we stand before the Lord Jesus Christ and hear Him say, “Well
done, good and faithful servant. Enter into the joy of your master” (Matt 25:21, 23). In that day, real
success and failure will be unveiled. Until that time, we should be careful to not make a big deal about
earthly success or failure. Only God knows who is truly successful and who is not.

That’s why it is so important to ask yourself the question, “What am I living for?” What a shame to
live your life like Esau, wondering, “What if ...?” While we still live, we all have a choice: to join Jacob
and his descendants in waiting patiently for God to fulfill His covenant promises to us, as we labor for
His coming kingdom, or to look over at Esau, prospering in the world, and join him in the pursuit of
secular success. If we succeed by worldly standards but fail with God, we have failed where it really
matters. Whether we fail or succeed by worldly standards, if we succeed with God, we will have true
and lasting success.

You are writing history. Every day you live, the choices you make, the things you say, and the
actions you take are becoming a part of history. You are influencing the eternal destiny of others (one
way or the other). How you conduct yourself in your marriage, with your children, in your work, and
in the community is incredibly important! You are leaving a legacy for those who will follow in your
steps. I urge you, please live your life with eternity in mind.
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