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John 5:28-29

“Do not marvel at this; for an hour is com-
ing, in which all who are in the tombs will
hear His voice, and will come forth; those
who did the good deeds to a resurrection
of life, those who committed the evil deeds
to a resurrection of judgment.”

If anyone can speak with author-
ity about life beyond the grave and
God’s judgment, it is Jesus Christ. He
claimed to be sent from God the Fa-
ther and to be one in essence with
the Father. Either He is God in hu-
man flesh, or else He is a first-class
liar! Jesus reinforced this statement with many bold claims that would be blasphemous in the mouth of
anyone other than God.

He claimed to do everything that He saw the Father doing (5:19)! He claimed that the Father
showed the Son all that He is doing (5:20)! He claimed to have the power and authority to give life to
whomever He wishes (5:21)! He claimed that the Father had given all authority to judge to the Son
(5:22)! He claimed that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father (5:23). As if these claims
were not stupendous enough, Jesus continued, “he who hears My word, and believes in Him who sent
Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life” (5:24).
What mere man could make such claims? Even if Jesus were, as the Jehovah’s Witnesses claim, the first
and greatest of all created beings, He would have been blaspheming to make such claims to deity, if
He were not fully God!

Maybe you have heard the expression, “going first class on the Titanic.” It describes those who
foolishly devote themselves to seeking after pleasure in this life only. This world and all who live for it
are headed for judgment. Going first class on a ship that is certain to go down is not wise! And so each
of us needs to ask, “Is my hope of heaven based solely on the fact that God sent Jesus to pay the
penalty for my sins, and that He raised Him from the dead? Because He has cleansed my heart through
His mercy, do I now desire to live in a manner that is pleasing to Him?”

Jesus said, “Do not work for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal
life, which the Son of Man will give to you, for on Him the Father, God, has set His seal” (John 6:27).
Again, what an astounding claim! Jesus offers to give eternal life to those who seek it. The day is
coming when you will be raised, either to life or to judgment. In light of who Jesus is, if I may speak
plainly, you would be stupid to live for this life, but to neglect the free gift that will prepare you for the
life to come.
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