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Genesis 29:18-20

Now Jacob loved Rachel, so he said, “I will serve you
seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” Laban
said, “It is better that I give her to you than to give her
to another man; stay with me.” So Jacob served seven
years for Rachel and they seemed to him but a few
days because of his love for her.

In Genesis 28, we saw God’s beginning with
Jacob. At his time of great need, the Lord broke
into Jacob’s life, promised to bless him and to ful-
fill with him all of His covenant promises to Abraham (28:13- 15). In 29:1, the Hebrew says that Jacob
“lifted up his feet,” an expression which means that he had a new bounce in his steps as he continued his
journey. God was with him, his guilt from the past was gone, and his fear of Esau had subsided. Things
were looking up.

What Jacob didn’t realize was that he had just entered God’s boot camp. He was in for a difficult 20-
year term under God’s unwitting drillmaster, Laban. God would use these trying years to knock a lot of
rough edges off Jacob. Ultimately, yes, God would bless him. But part of the process involved breaking
Jacob of his selfish ways. The readers of Moses were there. They had followed him out of slavery in Egypt,
expecting to move right in to their luxury condos in Canaan, with milk and honey flowing from the tap.
Instead, they had endured 40 difficult years in the wilderness and now faced the frightening prospect of
fighting the giants who occupied those cities.

God arranges our circumstances to shape us into the image of Jesus Christ. We all tend to see God’s
hand in the big crises, but we need to see His hand in the little irritations — car trouble, the sick child who
forces you to change your plans, interruptions. When we recognize God’s hand in those things and submit
to Him, then we can grow through it. But if we grumble, we are “regarding lightly the discipline of the
Lord” (Heb. 12:5), and we miss the opportunity for growth.

God promises to bless each person who trusts in Christ. Like Jacob, we say, “Sounds like a great
program! Sure, I’ll let You be my God if You’ll bless me!” But we don’t read the fine print that tells us that
God’s blessings always come through His discipline. To bless us and use us to bless others, God has to
break us from our dependence on the flesh and shape us into the image of His Son, who learned obedi-
ence through the things He suffered (Heb. 5:8). So God enrolls us in His boot camp.  Christianity isn’t a
100-yard dash; it’s a marathon. A lot of people want instant answers to their problems, and when they
don’t get them, they bail out and go looking for some other solution. When you become a Christian, you’re
in for life, so don’t faint when you are reproved by the Lord (Heb. 12:5). Settle in for the long haul.
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