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Genesis 27:15-17

“Then Rebekah took the best garments of Esau her el-
der son, which were with her in the house, and put
them on Jacob her younger son. And she put the skins
of the young goats on his hands and on the smooth
part of his neck. She also gave the savory food and the
bread, which she had made, to her son Jacob.”

Frank Sinatra’s well-known song, “I Did It My
Way,” is the anthem of many who think that is the
life well lived. The words of the song state plainly
that his glory was all about how he “did it my way.” A life lived “my way” is true of every person who does
not submit his life to Jesus Christ. Most people just aren’t as open as Sinatra in stating the controlling force
of their lives.

In Genesis 27, four people sing Sinatra’s song. Isaac does things his way by trying to bestow the family
blessing on Esau, in opposition to God’s revealed will. Esau tries to take back what he had already sold to
his brother Jacob. When he is foiled, he plans to kill his brother. Rebekah deceives her aging husband into
giving the blessing to her favorite son, Jacob. And Jacob lies to his father and outsmarts his brother. Rebekah
and Jacob could argue that they were only trying to bring about the will of God, since God had told
Rebekah that her older son would serve the younger. But I’m not persuaded by those who attribute high
motives to Rebekah and Jacob. I think that what you have here are four self-centered people seeking their
own advantage. They all did it their way, not God’s way. In the end they all came up empty and paid a high
price for their selfishness.

Every person must have as a theme song in life either “I Did It My Way” or “I Did It God’s Way.” You
would think that the lines would be clearly drawn: Every person outside of Christ would sing, “I Did It My
Way” while every Christian would sing, “I Did It God’s Way.” But I find that many who profess to believe
in Christ are really just living for themselves, often using God as the means to self-fulfillment. But the
genuine Christian life is a matter of God confronting our self-centeredness and enthroning Christ as Lord in
our hearts. While the process takes a lifetime, I question whether the person who is not involved in the
process of dying to self is truly a child of God.

Many Christians are telling hurting people, “Assert yourself. Stand up for your rights. Don’t be
codependent. You’ve got a right to some happiness in life, so go for it.” But God’s Word is clear: If you seek
your own way, you won’t get what you want and you’ll pay a high price in family conflict. If you’ll die to
your way and seek God’s way, He will give you the desires of your heart. You’ve got to decide which will
be your theme song: “I did it my way,” or, “I did it God’s way?”
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