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Genesis 22:9-11

“Then they came to the place of which God had told
him; and Abraham built the altar there and arranged
the wood, and bound his son Isaac and laid him on
the altar, on top of the wood. Abraham stretched out
his hand and took the knife to slay his son.”

I believe many have read this account in
Abraham’s life and concluded that God tests us
by directing us to do that which is totally unrea-
sonable. The danger is that we will tend to assume that whatever does not make sense is likely to be the
will of God. Many critics have suggested that Christians are those who take both their hats and their heads
off when they enter the church, and nothing should be further from the truth. On the other hand, we must
acknowledge that what Abraham was commanded to do appears to be unreasonable. Through Isaac,
Abraham was to be the father of multitudes. How could this be so if Isaac were dead? Putting a son to
death must have seemed totally beyond the character of God. Was God not asking Abraham to act on faith
without reason?

The world likes to believe that they act upon reason while Christians act without thinking. That is
wholly false. The truth is there are two kinds of reasoning: worldly reasoning and godly reasoning. Peter,
when he rebuked our Lord for talking of His sacrificial death, was thinking humanly. Abraham was making
no blind “leap of faith,” as it is sometimes represented, but acting upon godly reasoning about who God is
and what He had promised to do for Abraham. Faith always acts upon facts and reason.

Christian reasoning is based upon the pre-suppositional belief that there is a God, Who is both our
creator and redeemer. Christian reasoning is based upon the belief that God’s Word is absolutely true and
reliable. God had promised a son through Sarah through whom the blessings were to be given. Abraham
believed God in this (Genesis 15:6). God also commanded Abraham to sacrifice this son. Abraham be-
lieved God and obeyed Him even though human reasoning would question the wisdom of it. Abraham’s
reasoning was also based upon his experience with God over the years. God had continually proven to be
his provider and protector. God’s sovereign power had repeatedly been demonstrated, even among the
heathen such as Pharaoh and Abimelech. While Abraham and Sarah were “as good as dead” so far as
bearing children were concerned, God gave them the promised child (Romans 4:19-21).

Abraham did not understand why he was told to sacrifice his son nor how God would accomplish His
promises if Abraham obeyed, but he did know Who had commanded it. He did know that God was holy,
just, and pure. He did know that God was able to raise the dead. On the basis of these certainties Abraham
obeyed God, contrary to human wisdom, but squarely based upon godly reason. Godly reason has rea-
sons. We may not know how or why, but we do know Who and what. That is enough.
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