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Genesis 20:2-3

Abraham said of Sarah his wife, “She is my sister.” So
Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah.

As you eyeball Genesis 20, you may be hav-
ing an experience of déjà vu. Previously, we
looked at a very similar account in Genesis
12:10-20. In that passage, Abraham and Sarah
devised a scheme to avoid problems with Pha-
raoh in Egypt. Abraham asked his wife to lie and
tell the Pharaoh that she was his sister. Now, eight chapters later, the names and places are changed
but the results are nearly identical. This has led some to say it really was the same account recorded
twice. Yet, clearly these are two different accounts. The reason we take up this second account is
because it speaks to an issue that is relevant to all of us: recurring sin. Here, we see Abraham making
the same mistake again.

This is not a surprise, it parallels our own experience. Aren’t there things in your own life that dog
you relentlessly? Are there sins that you have taken to the Lord and said, “Never again?” Only to find
you return to the Lord to confess the same sin again and again. It may have to do with substances
(drugs or food). It may have to do with interpersonal relationships (gossip or anger). It may be physical
(some habit you can’t shake). It may be mental (lust or anger). It may have to do with money (lust for
the material or reluctance to give to the Lord). It may have to do with time management (wasting time
or neglecting time for God). Whatever the sin, I suspect you don’t have to look very far to find one or
two that you struggle with constantly.

It is so common to think that God will love us more if we perform some great work, some external
achievement. But the Bible focuses on making a great heart. Here God was working with Abraham to
create an unusual dependence upon Him. He does the same with us today. Abraham needed to learn
that God can be trusted to take care of him. He needed to learn that lesson well, because there would
be an exam - a test of his faith, coming up. God would take him back to the same hurdle over and over
again, so that he would be prepared to jump over it with flying colors.

This is also true for us. Today, you may feel like giving up. Repeated failures always tempt us to
give up. But that is exactly what the devil wants us to do! Therefore, focus on the goal and not the
obstacles. Remind yourself that growth takes time. If you have children, you remember when they first
learned to walk. How often they would fall. Sometimes they banged their head. Other times they cut
their lip. But one thing is certain ... they kept getting up. We need that same kind of focus as we learn
to walk by faith. There will be falls. There will be times of frustration but keep getting up! When you
have drifted, come back to the Lord. When you have sinned, confess it. When you have fallen, get
back up and begin again!
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