
Sunrise Community Church
Come acknowledge the Lord in our midst

EVERY SUNDAY BEGINNING AT 8:45 A.M.

(626) 287-6120 • PastorAndy@SunriseTC.org • www.SunriseTC.org

9642 Live Oak Ave. • Temple City, CA 91780

A WORD ON WORSHIP

Hear Sunday Sermons at www.SunriseTC.org

Review of Message from  September 25, 2016
BY PASTOR ANDREW KIKKERT, SUNRISE COMMUNITY CHURCH

Genesis 14:21-24

“The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give the people
to me and take the goods for yourself.” Abram said to
the king of Sodom, “I have sworn to the Lord God
Most High, possessor of heaven and earth, that I will
not take a thread or a sandal thong or anything that
is yours, for fear you would say, ‘I have made Abram
rich.’ I will take nothing except what the young men
have eaten, and the share of the men who went with
me...”

How do you handle praise from men? At the close of Chapter 13, Lot anticipates future prosperity in
Sodom, while Abram was content to worship and live in Hebron (13:18). But Lot’s selfish decision gains him a
prize soon lost; while Abram’s response places him in a position of honor among the kings of the plain. How
the tables can turn! When we are faithful to God, He always finds a way to bless us. It may not seem that you
are a recipient for blessing, but God is no man’s debtor.

Abram headed back from his great victory and was met by two kings, the king of Sodom and the king of
Salem. Apparently the king of Sodom came up to him first, but before he could speak, the king of Salem
arrived. Only after Abram had dealt with the king of Salem did he deal with the king of Sodom. There are two
battles in this chapter: Abram’s battle with the foreign kings, and his battle with the tempting offer of the king of
Sodom. The second battle was the greater, because it was the more subtle of the two. Abram’s fellowship with
the king of Salem strengthened him to resist the temptations of the king of Sodom. In these two encounters we
find Abram honoring God and holding to Him, not yielding to the temptations of success.

Melchizedek, the king of Salem, is one of the most intriguing men in the Bible. He seems to come out of
nowhere and returns about as quickly as he came. He was the king of what later became Jerusalem. He
brought out bread and wine to refresh the weary warriors. And “he was a priest of God Most High.” This is the
first mention in the Bible of anyone being a priest. We don’t know for whom he was a priest or how he became
one or how he learned of God. We don’t even know his name, since Melchizedek is probably a title. It means
“king of righteousness.” Some have speculated that he was an angel or possibly a pre-incarnate appearance of
the Lord Jesus Christ, but those views are not likely.

We do know, from Psalm 110 and from the Book of Hebrews (the only other places in the Bible Melchizedek
is mentioned) that he was a type of Jesus Christ, who became a priest forever according to the order of
Melchizedek. We also know that even though Abram was one of the greatest men of faith in the Bible,
Melchizedek was even greater. This is proved by the fact that he blessed Abram and he received tithes from
Abram (Heb. 7:1-10). This is a perfect picture of how Jesus comes to our aid and rescue when we need Him.
After periods of conflict and testing, Jesus Himself has a habit of coming to visit us. He brings encouragement.
Jesus is our sympathetic High Priest in a unique order; there is no one like Him.


