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Genesis 11:4

“They said, “Come, let us build for ourselves a city,
and a tower whose top will reach into heaven, and let
us make for ourselves a name, otherwise we will be
scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth.”

During the nuclear arms race with the former
Soviet Union, the National Conference of Catholic
Bishops drafted a pastoral letter condemning the U.S
policy. One sentence read: “Today the destructive potential of the nuclear powers threatens the sovereignty of
God over the world he has brought into being” Imagine! God’s sovereignty over His creation threatened by the
plans and programs of world leaders, as if God were sitting in heaven, wringing His hands, crying, “What can
I do! I never knew they’d build the bomb!” The bottom line is that if God’s sovereignty is threatened by what
man does, then man, not God, is sovereign.

For centuries, men have deluded themselves by thinking they could determine their destinies apart from
God. As William Ernest Henley boasted in his poem, “Invictus,” “I am the master of my fate, I am the captain
of my soul.” Proud men think that they can call the shots. What they forget is that one little virus, one diagnosis
from their doctor, one “freak” accident, is all it takes to end their proud plans. For people who desire to be
masters of our fate, we are puny gods.

Every generation seems to builds towers. Whether they are actual skyscrapers or mega corporations that
circle the globe, the idea is the same - to be strong and leave their footprint in history. The university professor
who dismisses God without a second thought has placed his intellect on the throne instead of God. But human
intelligence is woefully inadequate to be our god. Over and over again the intelligence of man has been
supplanted by more sophisticated people and their theories of the world. If man’s intelligence can be sup-
planted by other men’s intelligence, how inadequate is it to try to displace God’s intelligence? You cannot build
your own tower in your heart or in your head and replace God by doing it. God will not be subject to our folly.

The Bible declares, “There is no wisdom and no understanding and no counsel against the Lord” (Prov.
21:30). Concerning world rulers, a later king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, was humbled by God until he
learned that “the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind, and bestows it on whom He wishes” (Dan.
4:17, 25). As the psalmist expressed God’s response to proud kings who challenge His rule, “He who sits in the
heavens laughs, the Lord scoffs at them” (Ps. 2:4). Concerning the plans of proud man, the Bible declares,
“Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but the counsel of the Lord, it will stand” (Prov. 19:21). These verses are
a commentary on Genesis 11:1-9, where we find proud man planning to thwart the purpose of God.


