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1 John 2:13-14

“I write to you, fathers, because you have known Him
who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men,
because you have overcome the evil one. I write to you,
dear children, because you have known the Father. I
write to you, fathers, because you have known Him
who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men,
because you are strong, and the word of God lives in
you, and you have overcome the evil one.”

Happy Father’s Day men! The problem with Father’s Day is that many of us wonder if we really
should be celebrated. We know all that has transpired over the last 12 months as we come to this day and
we wonder what Father’s Day is really about? When we have a good job and provide for a good home and
a few nice things, we are told that men only focus on our jobs and do not provide that illusive term which
magazines and television shows throw around as the new, yet undefined standard of quality time to their
families. And then when we spend time with our families and build relationships with our children we are
told that we have not provided for the financial needs of our family in the ways they have been accus-
tomed too. Sometimes you just can’t win.

Men have been the butt of jokes in sitcoms, news stories, and time around the office water cooler.
Many men come to Father’s Day and think that it is only a holiday invented by the greeting card and tie
companies for getting excess merchandise out of their warehouse and into your house. The jokes which
the world trumpets are not funny to men who take God’s call for their families seriously. Each joke is
another jab against men who want to do what is right as they try to enrich the lives of their families and to
encourage their children in the way they should go. Can we, who are in the Body of Christ, realize that the
job of Father is more than just a title or an act of biology? That men, despite what the world tells them,
know in their hearts that they have a duty to care for their household, and make sacrifices of what they
could do in order to do what they should do?

I am not an apologist for men, for there are many that have refused to do what they should, failing
to care for their wives in a way that is godly and their children in a way that encourages them to grow in the
wisdom and the knowledge of the Lord. It is time for sincere thanks and appreciation for all that husbands,
fathers and men in general do? Today is a day to say thank you, to appreciate all that our earthly fathers
have done for us and given to us. Let us honor fathers for their sacrifice, and encourage them to grow in the
grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ so that the love they have shown us this year will abound more and
more so we will have new things to praise God for next year. Let us thank them for their desire to follow the
Lord and contribute to the needs of their families, and to pray that they will continue to grow and be
conformed to the image of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who only did what He saw the Father doing.
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