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John 11:25-27

“Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life;
he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, and
everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die.
Do you believe this?” She said to Him, “Yes, Lord; I
have believed that You are the Christ, the Son of God,
even He who comes into the world.”

The raising of Lazarus from the dead is the
high point of our Lord’s self-disclosure to men. This is without a doubt the greatest miracle of His
ministry. Humanly speaking, there was no hope of recovery, and yet at the point of absolute helpless-
ness and hopelessness, Jesus gave life to the dead. The spiritual parallel is obvious, for all men are
‘dead in their trespasses and sins’ (Ephesians 2:1-3). When we reach the point of utter despair and self-
distrust we find that what we can never do anything to merit the eternal life God has provided as a free
gift, as Paul explains in the books of Romans and Ephesians. Jesus Christ has come, not to aid men in
their struggle toward heaven, but to give life to those who are dead. As He gave life to Lazarus, so He
offers spiritual life to all men, on the basis of faith.

As this miracle is the high point of self-revelation by Jesus as the Messiah, the Son of God, so it is
also the high water mark of human resistance and rejection of the person of Christ. In the face of the
most irrefutable evidence the Jewish leaders chose to set aside the evidence for the sake of expedience
and sentence the Savior to death. The rejection of men was not based upon a lack of evidence, but
upon moral decay and willful rejection of the truth. Our Lord was not taken by surprise, for He said in
the gospel of Luke, “If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be persuaded if
someone rises from the dead” (Luke 16:31).

The timing of this miracle also anticipates the coming death of the Lord Jesus Christ and guaran-
teed the fact that He would rise from the dead, just as He informed His disciples. If Jesus had power
over death and the grave for Lazarus, then surely death could not hold Him in the grave.

In addition to John’s primary reasons for recording this miracle there are lessons for us by way of
practical application. The resurrection of Lazarus confronts us with the same decision the people had
to make when Jesus walked on earth as a man: What will you do with Jesus? You must either accept
Him as the Savior and the Son of God, or you should reject Him as a phony and a fraud. He cannot be
anything but one or the other. If we take these gospel accounts seriously at all we must face the same
destiny-determining decision as those who witnessed His works while on the earth.


