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Revelation 21:1-3

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the
first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there
is no longer any sea. And I saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.”

Heaven seems almost inconceivable. As a
young child I can remember attempting to com-
prehend time without end ... infinity. Now I realize that heaven is even beyond that which I failed to
fathom as a child, for heaven is the end of time; in heaven there is no time at all. The human authors of the
Bible who have attempted to describe the beauties of heaven give evidence of their frustration at striving
to depict an existence in a dimension beyond the grasp of mere mortals:... but just as it is written, “Things
which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, And which have not entered the heart of man, All that God
has prepared for those who love Him” (1 Corinthians 2:9).

I have heard it said, giving a description of heaven in human words is more difficult than an Eskimo
going to Hawaii, and then on his return trying to describe a pineapple to his people. Heaven is an
important subject for Christians, not only because it is a pleasant topic to investigate, but because it is so
vital to our faith. The fear of hell and eternal torment may be a strong incentive for salvation, but it is not
the basis for our hope and faith. In the Bible heaven is the ground of our faith and hope.

In John 14, our Lord spoke of returning to His Father, where He would “prepare a place” for us. We
naturally tend to think that “going to heaven” means our going far away to that place which our Lord is
preparing; but it is more accurate to think of heaven as coming to us, for the New Jerusalem will come to
the (new) earth, according to the scriptures. In this sense, heaven is more earthly than we sometimes
think.

But the greatest disservice I can do is to leave the impression that the joys of heaven are assured for
everyone. In each of the last three chapters of Revelation, the fate of the true believer and the unbeliever
is contrasted. Those who have chosen to reject Jesus Christ as God’s only provision of righteousness, of
forgiveness for sins, and of entrance into heaven, will not spend eternity with God. I urge you to not put
this message down without searching your own heart. Have you come to see yourself as a sinner, deserv-
ing of God’s wrath? Have you acknowledged Jesus Christ to be the sinless Son of God, Who died in your
place, bore your sins, and offers you His righteousness? You may have the assurance of spending eternity
with God if you but receive, by faith, the gift of salvation through His Son.


