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 Revelation 20:1-3

“Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, hold-
ing the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand.
And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who
is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand
years; and he threw him into the abyss, and shut it
and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive
the nations any longer, until the thousand years were
completed; after these things he must be released for a
short time.”

Revelation 20 is one of the greatest and most important chapters of the Bible. It presents in summary the
tremendous series of events that encompass the thousand-year reign of Christ on earth. Many Bible teachers
believe that it is in this future period that many Old and New Testament prophecies will find their ultimate fulfill-
ment. However, the view that Revelation 20 is speaking of a literal thousand-year reign of Christ is also one of the
most controversial and a bewildering array of diverse interpretations that may be found in regard to this passage.

The term millennium, a Latin word meaning one thousand years, is the term that has come to be used of the
thousand-year period spoken of in this passage. The term “millennium” is found six times in verses 2-7. The
Premillennial View is the view that Christ will personally return and reign on earth for one thousand years. The
prefix “pre” expresses the view that Christ returns first, then literally reigns on earth. It also views Christ as fulfilling
all the Old Testament prophecies literally in a kingdom on earth. The premillennial view is the result of a literal
interpretation of Revelation 20, a view held by even the very early church fathers of the first and second century.

The Amillennial View is the most popular modern view. The prefix “A” simply means a denial of the Millen-
nium and the literal reign of Christ on earth and seeks to make the Book of Revelation a spiritual allegory. Satan
was bound at the first coming of Christ and the present age between the first and second comings of Christ is seen
as the fulfillment of the Millennium. Its adherents are divided. Some believe the Millennium is being fulfilled now
on earth, and is equivalent to the kingdom of God in you. Others believe it is being fulfilled by the saints in
heaven. It may be summed up in the idea that there will be no more Millennium than there is now, and Christ’s
second coming is immediately followed by the eternal state.

Paul teaches us that the Old Testament Scripture and God’s dealing with Israel do have spiritual analogies for
the Christian life. Scripture is full of such analogies and types, but the significance is based on the literal historicity
of the event whether past or future. It is never a means to deny its literal meaning or fulfillment. Scripture abounds
in allegories, whether in the form of types, symbols, or parables. These are accepted and legitimate ways to teach
and communicate spiritual truth. However, there is a great deal of difference between such use of allegories and
allegorical interpretation. In one you have the illustration and application of spiritual truth based on literal inter-
pretation and historical fact. In the other, you have disregard for the literal meaning and historical fact based on
the literal method of interpretation and in its place an allegory is set up based on the interpreter’s own fancy.


