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Revelation 14:6-7

 “And I saw another angel flying in midheaven, hav-
ing an eternal gospel to preach to those who live on the
earth, and to every nation and tribe and tongue and
people; and he said with a loud voice, “Fear God, and
give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has
come; worship Him who made the heaven and the
earth and sea and springs of waters.”

The best salesmen are always those who love their product. They are convinced that you cannot
really enjoy life unless you have what they are selling. And while sales and evangelism are not com-
pletely analogous, the most effective witnesses are those who are obviously captivated by the great-
ness of God and His salvation.

John Piper wrote, “Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship is. Missions exists
because worship doesn’t. Worship is ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate, not man.” He
adds, “The goal of missions is the gladness of the peoples in the greatness of God.” He is right that
worship is the goal of missions. But it’s also true that worship is the basis for missions. If we are not
fervent worshipers of God, we have nothing to tell the nations. If we do not exude joy in God and His
wonderful salvation, why should lost people be interested in what we have to say? So worship is both
the goal of missions and the foundation for missions. If we’re not worshipers, we will be lousy wit-
nesses.

If the glorious God is our Savior, we will be a worshiping people. Our voices will often break
forth in singing His praises. Our thoughts will often be on how great and mighty God is. Our hearts
will often bow in reverence before His holiness. We will look forward with delight to each Lord’s Day
when we can join with the saints in singing His praises. To give God the glory of His name you must be
growing through His Word to know how great He really is.

If the glorious God is our Savior, we will be a witnessing people, both here and abroad. Witness
is the overflow of worship. If you are captivated by a beautiful mountain scene, you can’t help but tell
others about it. If you are captivated by the majesty and splendor of the glorious God, you’ll want to
tell others about Him. And, as long as there are peoples around the world with no witness of the
Savior, you will want to give generously to support missionaries to go and tell them. You may even
sense the Lord calling you to go. Test yourself this morning as you read this passage: Are you worship-
ing the glorious God? Are you witnessing to the nations? Are you watching expectantly for the Lord to
come in judgment?


