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Revelation 13:18

“Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding cal-
culate the number of the beast, for the number is that
of a man; and his number is six hundred and sixty-
six.”

Ever since John, the servant of God, wrote
the Book of Revelation and mentioned the num-
ber 666, people have been trying to figure out
the meaning of the mark of the beast. The num-
ber is mentioned in Revelation 13:16-18. Be-
cause the beast’s number will have something to do with the Antichrist’s name, scholars have been
busy working equations to figure which world leaders have had names equaling 666 in some way.
Depending on how you figure it, 666 can be made to add up to just about anyone’s name.

As time has passed, we have lost the true meaning of the mark of the beast. Even though it is
clearly defined as a mark that will be placed upon the right hand or forehead, a number of people
throughout history have attached new and even weird meanings to the number 666. The number has
become trivialized by its repeated association with its every random occurrence. Some folks have
believed the beast’s number was to be a certain year. Because of this, the year 666 AD was at one time
considered the date for the advent of the Antichrist. When that date came and went without incident,
many began to anticipate the year 1666 with dread. Nostradamus pointed to the year 1999 as an
inverted 666 year.

A number of people have superstitions or phobias about this number.
Hexakosioihexekontahexaphobiacs is the term for people who fear the number 666. I once met a
person who refused to ride in a car that had a license plate with 666 on it. Another person I know adds
a stick of gum or something to his purchases if his check-out total at the store is triple six in any way.
When President and Mrs. Reagan moved out to California, their house number was, you guessed it,
666. They had it changed to 668. Any time a bill numbered 666 is produced by a governing body like
the UN or Congress, prophecy watchers give the document a good going-over to see if it has a connec-
tion with end-time events.

We may have to allow for the occasional sovereignty of God in His attempt to warn folks of the
evils of this world. If there’s a wayward Christian at a convenience store buying a dirty magazine or a
bottle of booze and the register rings up $6.66, I couldn’t think of a better number for God to use to get
that person’s attention. Now on the other hand, the next time you receive your insurance bill and upon
opening it, you discover it comes to $666.00 or you realize you’ve used 666 cubic feet of water - don’t
go pulling your hair out. Unless it has a direct connection to the Antichrist or is some special message
from God, 666 is just another number that randomly comes up.


