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A WORD ON WORSHIP
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REVIEW OF MESSAGE FROM SEPTEMBER 13, 2015
BY PASTOR ANDREW KIKKERT, SUNRISE COMMUNITY CHURCH

Revelation 3:1

“He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven
stars, says this: ‘I know your deeds, that you have a
name that you are alive, but you are dead.”

From time to time I hear of the bands of my
childhood come to town to play a concert. Some
of the bands that are still touring today that were
touring in the 1980s and I am shocked to see it.
I will think to myself, “Wow, those guys are still touring?” The reason it is strange to me is because these
bands are not putting out any new songs or any new music. They are simply playing the hits that were so
great 20-30 years ago. They are living on the reputation that they made for themselves decades ago. But
they are not creating any new, fresh music.

In Christ’s letter to the church in Sardis, He gets immediately to the heart of the problem. Christ
describes Himself as the one who is in charge, holding the seven stars and has the seven spirits of God.
Christ knows the works of the church at Sardis and they are dead. This is a dead church. In the other letters
to the seven churches so far, Christ knows their works have been good for the church. Christ sees what the
Christians are doing in their love, faith, and service. Christ also knows the works of the church in Sardis
and those works are not good.

Even more interesting is the fact that they did not know they were a dead church. The church in Sardis
had a reputation of being alive, but it was not living up to its reputation. The problem that Christ exposes is
superficial Christianity. Members claim to be of Christ but they do not live like they are of Christ. They
seem to be Christians, but the Spirit has left the body. They are not putting what they have received from the
Scriptures into practice. Christ calls them and us to remember not just what they received and heard but
HOW they received.

A dead church is a church that is living on its past. It has a great resume, but the work of Christ has run
out of gas and the church will not finish well. How can we avoid such a fate, to start well but finish so
poorly? Ask yourself, how has this week been different because of what you have heard from last week’s
message? What act of ministry have you participated in? Or is that the pastor’s job because you pay him to
do it for you? Are you mentally and physically participating in worship? Our Lord’s words to these churches
are not to make us feel comfortable with where we are, but to cause ourselves to examine ourselves to see
if our faith is changing us to be more like Jesus or are we becoming that touring band living on past glory?


