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A WORD ON WORSHIP

Hear Sunday Sermons at www.SunriseTC.org

REVIEW OF MESSAGE FROM AUGUST 16, 2015
BY PASTOR ANDREW KIKKERT, SUNRISE COMMUNITY CHURCH

Revelation 2:10

“Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold,
the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so
that you will be tested, and you will have tribula-
tion for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will
give you the crown of life.”

Secular society has a theology of suffering
easily summed up in two words seen on bumper
stickers all across the country. While I cannot
quote the bumper sticker exactly, you will recognize it when I tell you it reads, “... happens.” Or as the
King James translation would read, “Dung Happens.” If we were to “exegete” this slogan, we would see
the fruit of this theology provides the following affirmations (not truths). First, suffering equals dung. Suffer-
ing is not just worthless; it is repugnant and disgusting. It has no value. Second, suffering is random and
senseless, similar to a drive-by shooting which comes upon innocent victims unexpectedly without reason
or provocation. It just happens.

Sadly, many contemporary Christians’ theology of suffering believes suffering is unpredictable and
unavoidable; we can do nothing to avoid it and certainly we cannot make something of it. We can only
passively accept and endure, hoping it will end as soon as possible. One reason this has become so
prevalent in the Church today is the wide-spread preaching of a distorted gospel in which Christ is pre-
sented as the key to earthly bliss and the solution to all our problems. As a result, many think Christians do
not suffer. Such pseudo-Christianity becomes evident when suffering does occur and the misinformed
believers abandon their profession of faith.

Christians must categorically disagree with this theology of suffering. First, we know that while God
does not “cause” all suffering, no suffering comes our way but that which God has purposed for our good
and for His glory. God may not “cause all things” but He does “cause all things to work together for good,
to those who love God and are the called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). Therefore, the Chris-
tian dares not view suffering as a negative experience (“dung”) but as something positive. Suffering is
neither random nor senseless; it is part of the divine plan. We also dare not look upon suffering as some-
thing we merely endure; for the Christian, suffering is an experience in which we may rejoice.

Only salvation through Christ can transform one’s values the way our Lord desired the saints in Smyrna
to be transformed about suffering. Only when we see Christ as precious do we see the things of this world
as valueless, indeed, even detrimental. That will include persecution and suffering just as much as comfort
and riches. Have you found Him to be precious? Have you trusted in His shed blood as God’s provision for
your sin? I earnestly urge you to do so, even now.
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AUGUST 2015 August 2015
Aug. 16 8:45 AM Revelation 2 verses 1-7 Ephesus: Lost Love Part 3

10:30 AM Second Hour
Aug. 21 6:30 PM Game Night
Aug. 23 8:45 AM Revelation 2 verses 8-11

Smyrna: The Suffering Church
10:30 AM Second Hour

Aug. 28 Friday Night Fellowship
Aug. 30 8:45 AM Revelation 2 verses 12-17 Pergamum: Sin City

10:30 AM Second Hour
Sept. 7 Labor Day

http://christiannews.net/

PORTLAND, Ore. – At least six Chris-
tians were attacked with a cleansing
agent on Wednesday, Aug. 12, while
preaching the gospel and standing for life
outside of a Planned Parenthood facility
in Portland, Oregon. The man who com-
mitted with the act was not arrested and
was let go without charges.

The pro-life outreach was part of the
Biblical Church Evangelism Conference
hosted by Beaverton Grace Bible Church
and organized by its pastor, Chuck
O’Neal. As more than 20 Christians stood
on the public sidewalk to proclaim the
word of God and the gospel of Jesus
Christ through preaching and the hold-
ing of signs, a man who is believed to
have brought a woman to the facility
began yelling at the Christians and then
blanketed half of dozen of them with
scouring powder.

“Somewhere he got ahold of a very
large canister of Comet and then he came
around the building and went to one of
our ladies and pronounced her ‘scum’
and doused her with this can of Comet
head to toe,” Pastor O’Neal told Chris-
tian News Network. “He continued
down the line ... and he said, ‘And you,
and you, and you ,’ pronouncing them
all scum and shaking out Comet on each
one.”

When O’Neal was told by other par-
ticipants what was taking place, he went
to talk to the man, but was likewise blan-
keted with scouring powder.

“I approached the man, and he pro-
ceeded to douse me with the Comet as
well, getting it in my eyes and on my
clothes,” he recalled. “I was warning him
that this was assault ... and calling upon
him to stop and to repent and turn to
Christ.”

A police patrol vehicle was parked
nearby as the incident took place, and
former Los Angeles County Deputy Sher-
iff Tony Miano began calling to the of-
ficer to arrest the man. However, Miano
and O’Neal state that the officer, Gene

Christians called “scum,” covered with cleansing agent,
outside Oregon Planned Parenthood

Gillock, rather protected the man shak-
ing the cleanser on the Christians.

“As I’m shouting to him, ‘We want this
man arrested,’ he’s telling us to stay back
and not to disrupt what he’s doing, while
he’s letting the assailant [be] who just
assaulted six Christians with a white
powder,” Miano explained. “He’s treat-
ing the guy who assaulted six of our
friends as if they had been doing some-
thing wrong.”

The evangelists state that instead of
handcuffing the man, Gillock pulled up
slowly and told the man to keep walk-
ing down the street. Moments later, he
had the man sit in the back of his car as
they talked. The officer then drove away
with the passenger door still open as the
man sat inside.

Miano said that Gillock never
checked on the condition of the Chris-
tians. “There were several people doused
in this caustic cleanser, people complain-
ing about their eyes burning, and he
didn’t stop to see if anyone needed aid,”
he stated.

“He did nothing to check on the con-
dition of the victims, but he did every-
thing to accommodate the man who vi-
ciously, angrily assaulted six Christians
peacefully exercising their right to free
speech and exercising their deeply held
religious beliefs.”

O’Neal and Miano said that they
don’t believe the man was taken to jail
but rather escorted home. They called
911 to request that police return and take
a criminal complaint. Some of those af-
fected were interviewed and their testi-
monies presented to the district attorney’s
office, but not all witnesses were ques-
tioned.

Miano, who served in the police force
for 20 years and is now an evangelist,
said that he believes Gillock handled the
situation improperly.

Miano said he believes that the out-
come would have been much different
had the perpetrator and victim roles been
reversed.

Take My Life And Let It Be
http://www.hymntime.com/tch/htm/t/a/k/takemyli.htm
http://www.hymntime.com/tch/mid/m/e/s/messiah.mid
http://www.hymntime.com/tch/mid/h/e/n/hendon.mid

“I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-this is your

spiritual act of worship.”
Romans 12:1

Words: Frances R. Havergal, February 1874.

I went for a little visit of five days (to Areley House). There were ten
persons in the house, some unconverted and long prayed for, some
converted, but not rejoicing Christians. He gave me the prayer, “Lord,
give me all in this house!” And He just did. Before I left the house every
one had got a blessing. The last night of my visit after I had retired, the
governess asked me to go to the two daughters. They were crying, &c.;
then and there both of them trusted and rejoiced; it was nearly mid-
night. I was too happy to sleep, and passed most of the night in praise
and renewal of my own consecration; and these little couplets formed
themselves, and chimed in my heart one after another till they finished
with “Ever, Only, ALL for Thee!”   — Havergal Manuscripts

Music: Messiah Louis J. Hérold, 1830; arranged by George Kingsley,
1838. Alternate Music: Hendon, Henri A. C. Malan, 1827; harmony
by Lowell Mason, 184

Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee.
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in

ceaseless praise.
Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of

Thy love.
Take my feet, and let them be swift and beautiful for

Thee.

Take my voice, and let me sing always, only, for my
King.

Take my lips, and let them be filled with messages
from Thee.

Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I
withhold.

Take my intellect, and use every power as Thou shalt
choose.

Take my will, and make it Thine; it shall be no longer
mine.

Take my heart, it is Thine own; it shall be Thy royal
throne.

Take my love, my Lord, I pour at Thy feet its treasure
store.

Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for Thee.


