A WoORD oON WORSHIP

FEBRUARY 3, 2013
BY PASTOR ANDREW KIKKERT, SUNRISE COMMUNITY CHURCH

Mark 12:15-17

[Jesus] said to them, “Bring Me a denarius to look at.”
They brought one. And He said to them, “Whose like-
ness and inscription is this?” And they said to Him,
“Caesar’s.” And Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar
the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that
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are God’s.

Our passage raises the important issue of the
relationship between God and the governments of
the earth. This was not just an issue in Jesus day, but
an issue that every generation in every society must confront. Jesus is not saying Caesar is control of the
political sphere and God is in control of the religious sphere, as if they were counter-weights against each
other. To Jesus, the coin with the face of Caesar was just another idol in a long list of idols and Caesar can have
it back if he desires it.

In the past it was the desire of the church to exercise sovereign control over the state in the name of God.
For centuries in Europe, the rule of kings was just another instrument of the papacy to enforce the will of the
church in secular society. But the church that seeks earthly power and glory always loses both its moral com-
pass and its spiritual vigor. The pursuit of power in earthly terms, whether by the church or the state, has always
done tremendous harm to both. It is the spirit of this world that lies to us with the promise of might makes right
and take before it is taken from you. It is only the power of Christ which enables people to give so that God can
give us yet more.

Whoever’s face is on the money has the right to ask for it back, usually in the form of taxes. Jesus had no
problem with the people giving to Caesar what was his, but the expectation must go both ways. Just as Caesar
expected to get back the things that were his, so too God expects to get back the things that are His. Since we
bear God’s image, as we are told in Genesis 1, we are owned by God and we owe Him worship and obedi-
ence. The danger is we have fallen in love with our money. If government owns the money we love, and we
make money our god, then the government owns us.

An unhealthy union between church and state has been the undoing of both. We are drawn away from
our primary mission of the proclamation of the gospel when the church becomes politicized. Inevitably, poli-
tics distracts the church to get behind good causes, not the gospel which transcends every society and govern-
ment. However this should not distract the individuals who make up the church from being salt and light in
every arena they are called to serve, from the school room to the board room and from public sector to the
private sector, even political action. However, the church must deter the things of God from becoming political
wallpaper for programs and policies promoted by politicians. The church is to have clean hands and hearts to
speak with power the words of life: “Repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand.”
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What’s Happening at Sunrise
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It's Camellia Festival Time
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Have you connected to the WEB SITE lately? www.SunriseTC.org




