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Mark 9:35-37
“Sitting down, He called the twelve and said to them, “If anyone wants to be first, he shall be last of all
and servant of all.” Taking a child, He set him before them, and taking him in His arms, He said to them,
“Whoever receives one child like this in My name receives Me; and whoever receives Me does not receive
Me, but Him who sent Me.”

Woody Allen once said, “If you want to make God laugh, tell Him your plans.” The corol-
lary to that statement would be, “If you want to make God laugh louder, tell Him what you
know.” Just because it is true does not make it any easier to accept. It is hard to admit we do not
know as much as we think we know and we certainly are not in control as much as we would
like to think. It is humbling to recognize God is more responsible for the achievements in our
lives than we are. Our achievements are not our possession; they are gifts from God for which
we will give an account for what we have been given.

Everything in us strains against this because to accept this as fact is to be humbled.  And
humility leads to submission. We don’t want to admit God is the giver of every good gift because
that would mean that we have to yield to his agenda. Humility and submission are two sides of
the same coin. Humility is certainly not natural, so this is another reason we need to learn from
the Scriptures. It is only from the Word of God that we gain insight to become the kind of leaders
God desires and our world so desperately needs.

The best example of humility is our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus never clung to the outer mani-
festation of His divinity. Instead, He took the form of a servant. A servant is often taken for
granted, overlooked and unnoticed. Our culture has trained us well in the art of assertiveness.
On the contrary, humility comes from a disciplined strength which gives us the ability to serve
others rather than manipulate them to have our needs met. Because of our identify in Christ, we
can serve without being noticed by human eyes, knowing the One we serve always sees and has
promised our reward in eternity.

Christ’s humility was evident from His perfect obedience to the authority and will of His
Father. Anyone can claim to be a servant, but Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was treated as a
servant and never complained about it. Jesus Christ, the most powerful man to ever walk the face
of the earth, was also the most humble man who ever lived. His agenda was never to promote
Himself, but to please His Father by loving and serving others. For all who seek to follow in His
example, our first call is to imitate His humility.
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