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Mark 10:4-8

They said, “Moses permitted a man TO WRITE A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE AND SEND her AWAY.”
But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment. “But from
the beginning of creation, God MADE THEM MALE AND FEMALE. “FOR THIS REASON A MAN
SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH; so
they are no longer two, but one flesh. “What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.”

It does not take married couples long to learn marriage is not a fairy tale in happily-ever-
after land. The hardness of the human heart has not softened since the days of Moses. The di-
vorce rate in our society reflects most people’s belief that marriage is disposable at will. Every
year since 1973, more first-time marriages have ended by divorce than by the death of a spouse.
And sadly, this trend parallels the experience of married couples in the church.

Rather than focus on the changes in our society that have contributed to marriage of conve-
nience, the people of God need to take a stand and remember our calling is to be distinct. We
are not to be conformed to this world, and this includes its indifference toward the marriage vow.
Jesus made radical demands upon those who follow Him and requires His disciples to trust God
to empower them to live up to those demands. This requires the church to be proactive in society
and seek ways to strengthen marriages and instruct the youth on the sanctity of the marriage
vows to counterbalance the message we receive from our culture.

The construction of a good marriage is very similar to a quilt. We begin with a dream of a
relationship far more successful than the imperfect one we may think our parents had. We make
our plans, far underestimating the amount of work it will take to blend two lives into one pattern.
In our distraction, we miss-stitch our lives day by day, causing painful pricks. We get discouraged
because not all the pieces fit together as conveniently as we thought they should. Compromises
and patching up have to take place as the original design is altered, lest we give up and throw it
all away. But if we persevere, allowing God to love and work in us and through us, the marriage
takes on a unique beauty as love and grace turn flaws into redemption. It is the example of Christ
that shapes our hurts, as ugly as they are, into pictures for the world to see the healing power of
God.
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