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Jesus is THE Way, not only a statement of faith; the way of life.

Ecclesiastes 5:18-20

“Then | realized that it is good and proper for a man to eat and drink, and to find
satisfaction in his toilsome labor under the sun during the few days of life God has given
him — for this is his lot. Moreover, when God gives any man wealth and possessions, and
enables him to enjoy them, to accept his lot and be happy in his work — this is a gift of
God. He seldom reflects on the days of his life, because God keeps him occupied with
gladness of heart.”

Any discussion of what is “the good life” has to be understood in terms of our
worldview. Let me try to explain the distinction between the Christian and the secular
worldview by giving you a concrete example. Cathy Christian and Steve Secular are
friends and co-workers, but they hold very different views of the world. Cathy believes
there is a God and He exists in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Cathy believes
we can know God because He has revealed Himself through His creation, through
Scripture, and most of all in the person of Jesus Christ. Steve believes that if there is a
God, there is no way to know if God is involved in the world. For Steve, the idea of
“God” is speculation.

The implications for both worldviews are infinite, since their assumptions
determine how Cathy and Steve will live their lives and determine what in their
estimation is right and what is wrong. For Cathy Christian, absolute right and absolute
wrong are knowable through the Bible. For Steve Secular what is right and wrong are
relative to each person and situation. Now this does not mean Steve has no sense of
morality or personal value system to base and evaluate his decisions. It simply means for
Steve the “rightness” of a behavior or a decision is not determined in the Bible but from
personal interpretation relative to his experience and core values.

These distinctions between Cathy and Steve illustrate a person’s worldview: the
nature of God, of the world around them and the connection between the two. There may
even be some overlap in their perspective on what is “good” and what is “bad.” They can
both agree stealing is wrong because that conclusion agrees with Cathy’s Biblical
worldview and Steve’s humanistic world view. And they will agree on many other things
as well. But the central point of world views is this: if we want to influence the people
around us, we need to know what drives our opinions and decisions and what does not. Is
our world view based on what God has revealed in Scripture and the person of Jesus
Christ — or is our world view based on something else? In that way we can live the
exhortation of the Apostle Peter in 1 Peter 3:15 “Always being ready to make a defense to
everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness
and reverence.”
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