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Jesus is THE Way, not only a statement of faith; the way of life.

2 Thessalonians 2:1-4

“Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask
you, brothers, not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or
letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come.
Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion
occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction.”

Nobody likes a crisis, least of all me. | am sure the Thessalonians felt the same
way as they faced daily persecution for their faith. But when the circumstances of life
seem to overwhelm us there is a natural desire to have a greater longing for the return of
the Lord than when things are just rolling along. | know the older I get, the fewer reasons
I have for Him to delay His return. But our desire to get out of life’s issues often causes
us to not think clearly about the decisions that must be made.

When things leave my sphere of control, one emotion | have to really get control
over is panic. | take great comfort in knowing | am not alone. Jesus Himself had to
remind His disciples in Mark 13:5-7 "Watch out that no one deceives you. Many will
come in My name, claiming, 'l am He," and will deceive many. When you hear of wars
and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed.” I think the persecution had grown to a point
where the Thessalonians entered crisis mode and they became alarmed. They were
hearing reports that it was the Day of the Lord, and yet they were still suffering and the
bad guys were still getting away with it. They had to worry that they missed Jesus return.

The truth of the matter is we do not make good decisions in moments of panic.
That is why the military trains the men and women who serve our country in ways to
appropriately respond in moments of crisis. So when crisis comes upon them they can
respond instinctively instead having to think through the reasons why you should or
should not do something. We need to do the same thing so when we find ourselves in that
hour of trial we know what to do and why to do it.

We must interpret crisis by our doctrine and not allow crisis to dictate our
doctrine. If crisis is the lens by which you view life, is it any wonder your perception is
distorted? That is why correct doctrine is so important because it will give you the correct
perspective about events that turn your life upside down. We need to be grounded in the
truth of Scripture to face the storms of life that are headed our way so that we can stand
when our faith is tested.
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